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NEAR BABT DEVELOPMENTS

»X6

2, Uun 11 July, Egypt announced that Col, Musiala Bafew, chied
of the "Falestine Libération Aruwy,” had been killed in the (aza EBirip

by & ""mine explosion”,

25X6

B, On 10 Jdnly, REgypi's ﬂiﬁdlﬂ-ﬁ&at.mmwm Agenay reveraed itﬁ‘
original announcement and declared that Halez had been killed by

8 bomb sent through the mail, but provided ro other details,

3. Gn 14 July, Col. Salah Mustafn, the Tgypties militery atimche
in Jordan, wes also mvi-ama.lly injured by & mail-bHomb, In the Jordanian
fustance, the bomb was conigined in & registered parcel addressed to
col. Mustnfa from Jerusalem, asnd allegedly bearing a8 a return addross

the “Joint Arnigiice Commimsion."”
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5. Heanwhile a coniest foxr contirol is shaping up botween anti~
leftist and leliist elements in fiyria, It is also & contest belween
Irag and Bgypt., Civilian nnd,ﬁilxiamy groups, laslde and outside

Byria, are engaged in plotiing coups or countercoups., The situation
rowains highly Tluid.
A, General Adlb Shisbakli, former williiary digtetor oi Syria
(igﬁﬁmﬁézlaaﬁaﬁ in Lebapon onr 26 June to prepare a coup in Syria,

The coup was originally schedauled for 16 July but now Shishakli

reporiteodly plans 1o move ahaﬁt 2425 July. ~Shishakli bas at leasi

the indirect support ol lrag and probably iho approval of Turkey
25X6A and -

B. Irayg has long been concerned with the strong snti-Western
po-Egyptian trend in Syria and with the rise of lefiist influeoncs,
Itng repeatedly soulhi 5 “grawn'1ight“‘ﬁrmm-tha West {0 establish
a2 goveriment in Syria favorable to the West, fra@ aud the Baghdad

Pact.
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C. Iraa ham reportedly advanced dunds to Bhdehalklii, It has
also established an advance base at Rutba near the Syrian-
Jordanian border. Irag m&intainm thig néw‘baﬁm is the result
of a recent nilitary sgreoment with Jordan, but it is more likely
that Irag iz qaing the agreemont as qover in order to ke roady
to move in the event of unf&vorahie political developments in
eithor Syrin or Jordan.

(1) Despite these moves I¥agl and other observers have
girong doubts ithat Shishalli has eithor a sound plan lfor a
coup or is pble to gather sulticlent support in Hyria to
take over successfuliy, Moreover, Shishakli'z rians have
at leass lenporarily been avértuk@n by an antileftist action

/Wiﬁhiﬂ Byrim,

ﬂ.' On 7 July an antileftist group ol senior army oiticers working
with couservatlive scabinst ministers asd a faction split off irom the
once gominant Junier olficer group, Jforced tho reslgoation of Chief of
Biafi Shaghkat Shugayr. Thisg reportedly is the initial Step in the wmove
to parge the army and civilisn 1ife of léftist influence.

A. HNo new movos have been undertaken. The antileftist army
group hes assumed the top atafl positions bat ig apparently moviang
with cantion., The next target is Colonel Barraj, Syrian -2,
and top igadoer of the Junfor offlesr group,

B. Aftexr Barraj, the group plang io nove against army
slenents Bupportiog the leltist, prmwﬁﬁyptién Arval Boociallst
Besurreciion Party and the Communist Party, There has also bheon
the suggesiion that ithe new group pldnned io geelt the recall of
the Egypiian military attmche and the Egyptisn ambasgpdor
apparently io hreak the lises o

the Arab Soolasliste. =ﬁ35ﬁ;j
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7. The eritical test in the struggle between right and left is
yot to come. The antileftiste have entablished only nominal sontrol,
The removal of Shugayr was relatively easy becsuse ho had no personnl
fmilowing in either the army or smong the politicians,

A, This is not the came with the leftists. Leftist and
Communist officer influsnce im strong in the dyrisn army and weny
of thew are in important command positions, The left also controls

tha  the "street” and is capablo of demonstrations and riots,

B. Unlass carefully plauhad, a conceried move against the left
wiil met off » mtrong leftist counteraction, probably with Zgyptian
and Saudl Arablan support, There is in fact some evidence now
that the left is plenuing counteraction,

C. The leftist press has been shouting about “another Zahedi
behind the lines," and leftist leaders hava'mméa‘@hnrgaa of “fdrnign
instigation” of the removal of Shygayr and ﬁtatﬂ that they will
strongly oppose any moves to bring Syris "into the camp of

H-

8. Although the naﬁ, morghanﬂ&rv&tive group now in nominal control
!

impoerialisgw, ®

of the Byrian Army 1s believed tn‘be“aeuking to diminish the domestic
influence of leftist, pro-Egyptian elemonts, it almost certainly does nﬂf
wigh to bresk off Syria's military alliance with Bgypt agoinet Israel,
Syrian army 1§aderﬂ, ragardlens of their 5:22;%&3 orientation, probably
will gontinue to work wifh.ﬂgypt in trying to strongthen ties nmnng Isroel '
immediate neighbors and to view with suspicion the develeopment of tios

with Iraq which they feel might in = orisis éxﬁrqime a restraining infin-

ence on Arab actions.
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